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INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF OCCUPATION AND HEALTH
4720 Montgomery Lane ● PO Box 31220 ● Bethesda, Maryland 20824-1220
DISSERTATION RESEARCH GRANT PROGRAM

General Instructions

The Dissertation Research Grant Program of the Institute for the Study of Occupation and Health represents one of AOTF’s investments in building the careers of scientists in the field of occupational therapy. Based in part upon the structure of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) research grant application, this program is unique to the field of occupational therapy as it specifically seeks to promote the development of qualified occupational therapy researchers who are enrolled in programs that value strong mentorship and whose careers are dedicated to advancing science in occupational therapy. These grants are available to occupational therapists whose dissertation research directly contributes to one of the profession’s research priorities as detailed in the Occupational Therapy Research Agenda which can be downloaded from the AOTF web site under “Resources and the AOTF Wilma L. West (WLW) Library.”
Application deadline: November 1 or as announced, pending available funding. 

Eligibility Requirements
Research undertaken through the doctoral program should address at least one of the priorities identified in the Occupational Therapy Research Agenda.  Applications that do not clearly address priorities in the research agenda will not be reviewed.
Applicants must meet all of the following criteria:
· Be a registered occupational therapist and a member of the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA);
· Be enrolled in a doctoral program leading to a scholarly degree;
· The dissertation proposal must be approved both by their dissertation chair and by their IRB;
· Demonstrate a strong relationship with a recognized mentor, who may be an occupational therapist or a scientist in a related discipline;
· Present materials documenting the requirements of the doctoral program in which the applicant is enrolled;
NOTE

It is the applicant's responsibility to verify that application materials sent electronically and references sent by physical mail have arrived successfully. AOTF will send verification notices to the email address on file when materials are received. AOTF assumes no responsibility for incomplete application packets. It is the applicant’s responsibility to verify that AOTF has received the application package.


Should you be selected as a recipient of an AOTF Dissertation Research Grant, you will be asked to sign a contract with AOTF agreeing that you will complete the doctoral program within three years of the initial award.  If you do not complete the program within three years, you will agree to repay the entire amount of the grant according to a plan presented by the AOTF.

Application Instructions and Checklist
The following materials must be submitted with your application packet as an attachment to research@aotf.org.  Only complete applications will be considered for review. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Part 1 (10 points) – your bio sketch, using the form provided and accompanied by the following materials.  

            Links to the appropriate pages on the university web site are preferred:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 a document that explains the grading system of your doctoral program;

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 a statement indicating the criteria required for admission to your graduate program;    


and

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 a university, college, or departmental brochure that describes your required course of 

study;

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part 2 – your reference details, using the form provided; including brief CVs or biosketches of the two individuals who will write your two letters of reference. Both references must be mailed directly to AOTF at the address noted below;


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part 3 (10 points) – abstract of your research plan, no more than one page;


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part 4 – proposed budget for your research plan, using the form provided;


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part 5 (50 points) – your research plan and narrative, using instructions provided; and

 FORMCHECKBOX 

additionally, a copy of the IRB approval of your dissertation proposal.

You must also have mailed separately and directly to the Institute for the Study of Occupation and Health two references using the form provided. These letters MUST NOT be sent electronically.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

two references in support of your application, using the form provided, from the writers (30 points).
A panel will review all applications and judge them according to a weighted point system (as described in the application materials) and to guidelines of quality and completeness.
Please submit all portions of your application as an attachment EXCEPT REFERENCES
via email to research@aotf.org.

Your two required references must be mailed directly to:
Helene Ross, Program Assistant
American Occupational Therapy Foundation

4720 Montgomery Lane

PO Box 31220

Bethesda, MD 20824-1220
If you have questions about any of the application procedures described above, please call
Helene Ross at the Office of the Director of the Institute for the Study of Occupation and Health
at 30l‑652-6611, ext 2556 or email to hross@aotf.org or research@aotf.org.
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