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Greetings to Research Resource Colleagues!
This month's AOTF Research Resources highlights another of our
Foundation Research Priorities, "Emotional and Physiological Influences
on Performance and Participation". It is estimated that about 25% of U.S.
adults and 20% of U.S children have a diagnosable mental illness or
disorder that affects thinking, mood and behaviors. Mental and behavioral
disorders are a leading cause of disability in the U.S. accounting for over
13.5 disability-adjusted life years (DALYs) or years lost to illness, disability,
or premature death.
A variety of physiological factors and clinical variables (e.g. fatigue, pain,
etc.) have also been linked with function, health outcomes, and quality of
life. Emotional and physiological influences on performance and
participation have been identified as 1) a critical issue for promoting health
and well-being for many conditions and populations, 2) an area in which
evidence-based measures and interventions are needed, and 3) perhaps
most importantly to the OT profession, an area that is perfectly suited for
more involvement by the unique skills of occupational therapy.

We will continue to keep these topics in mind as we seek funding to
broaden our research portfolio, and we hope you do the same.

We have just begun our new fiscal year and are still looking for a new
Scientific Programs Officer. This position leads the research effort at the
Foundation and is uniquely positioned to play an integral role in helping to
set the research agenda not only for the Foundation, but for the occupational
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Families Caring for an Aging America (2016) examines the prevalence and
nature of family caregiving of older adults and the available evidence on the
effectiveness of programs, supports, and other interventions designed to
support family caregivers. This report also assesses and recommends
policies to address the needs of family caregivers and to minimize the
barriers that they encounter in trying to meet the needs of older adults.
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The "doing of everyday activities" is supported by the function of complex and
interacting body systems and positive mental health. Impairments in body
function and mental illness may contribute to disabilities and poor healthrelated quality of life.
Occupational therapy knowledge of the influence of emotional and
physiological factors on performance of everyday activities may support
development of standard measures and effective interventions to improve
function and promote health. Occupational therapy interventions focus on
restoring body functions, using strategies to compensate for impairments,
and modifying the environment to address the barriers that are limiting
performance and participation in everyday activities.
Opportunity to Affect Progress
There are a few occupational therapy scientists who are building knowledge
related to emotional and physiological influences on performance and
participation. However, there is not a coordinated network for occupational
therapy research in this area, nor sufficient resources to train more
occupational therapy researchers and practitioners.
Information gathered from:
World Health Organization. Strengthening Mental Health Promotion.
Geneva, World Health Organization (Fact sheet no. 220), 2001.
NIMH Statistics:
Prevalence http://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/index.shtml
NIMH Statistics: Disability.
NIMH Annual Total Direct and Indirect Costs of Serious Mental Illness (2002)
NIMH Strategic Plan for Research (2015)
Wilson, I. B., & Cleary, P. D. (1995). Linking clinical variables with healthrelated quality of life. JAMA, 273(1), 59-65.

OTJR: Occupation,
Participation and
Health
OTJR, published quarterly by AOTF,
offers original peer-reviewed research
articles of professional interest to the
practicing OT with a focus on
occupation and fostering
interdisciplinary research. OTJR is now
indexed in MEDLINE/PubMed.To
download current, past, and future
OTJR articles -- see the OTJR website.
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Amlung, Stephanie R., Wendy L. Miller, and Linda M. Bosley. "The 1999
national pressure ulcer prevalence survey: a benchmarking approach."
Advances in skin & wound care 14, no. 6 (2001): 297-301.

CMS Impact Act. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Basic Facts.
Click for references.
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Doctoral, Post-Doctoral and Research Training Opportunities
The Ford Foundation Fellowships for Life Sciences Research.

This year the program will award approximately 36 dissertation fellowships, 24 postdoctoral fellowships, and 60
predoctoral fellowships. Fellowships are tenable at any fully accredited, non-proprietary (not for profit) U.S.

institution of higher education. An applicant need not be accepted by the chosen institution at the time of
application. Application deadline: Monday, November 10, 2016.

Postdoctoral Fellow Position Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis
One position is available for a highly motivated PhD interested in translational occupational therapy research in
aging. The primary task of the postdoctoral research fellow will be to conduct research in the area of function and the
environment for cognitively normal older adults aging in place. The focus of the research will be on identifying
functional changes over time for older adults with and without preclinical Alzheimer disease and preventing falls
among community dwelling older adults. The role involves working in a team-based environment and collaborating
with different researchers on a range of projects. The research includes analysis and preparation of manuscripts for
publication based on data from clinical studies, as well as the preparation and submission of grant proposals.

Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Rehabilitation Outcomes Measurement Research at Boston
University
This Fellowship Program is designed to provide unique opportunities for advanced training and experience in
rehabilitation outcome measurement. The dynamic program focuses on recent innovations in outcome
measurement such as computer adaptive testing for patient reported outcomes, advances in performance-based
outcome measures, and technological developments that have allowed the creation of sophisticated instrumented
outcome measures.

PhD Program in Health and Rehabilitation Sciences at The Ohio State University
The Child & Adolescent Health, Rehabilitation, & Evaluation (CAHRE) Lab at The Ohio State University is seeking
exceptional, experienced pediatric occupational therapists that are interested in completing a PhD in Health and
Rehabilitation Sciences. They are currently conducting two NIH-funded RCTs of Pediatric Constraint-Induced
Movement Therapy (PCIMT; R01-HD0683 & R01-HD074574) and are looking for pediatric practitioners. Students are
fully funded and receive: 1) tuition, 2) stipend, and 3) health insurance. Interested therapists should submit a CV and
letter of interest to Drs. Andrew Persch or Amy Darragh.

Back to top.

Grants and Funding Opportunities
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health Policy Fellows
RWJF is looking for exceptional midcareer health professionals and behavioral and social scientists with an interest
in health policy to apply for the 2017-2018 Health Policy Fellows program. Since 1973, this non-partisan fellowship
offers exclusive, hands-on policy experience with the most influential congressional and executive offices in the
nation's capital. The fellowship requires a minimum commitment of 12 months in Washington, D.C. Up to six
awards of up to $165,000 each will be made in 2017.
Application deadline: November 15, 2016
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/funding-opportunities/2016/robert-wood-johnson-foundation-health-policy-fellows.html?
rid=VdmMrpRVDg7hU

Bright Focus Foundation
Bright Focus Foundation funds treatment of Alzheimer's Disease. Application deadline October 13, 2016.

US Department of Health and Human Services Grants
Search the grants.gov website for up to date information on grants that are available. Learn about how to apply for NIH
grants.

Conferences and Calls for Papers
American Public Health Association (APHA) Annual Conference (October 29-November
2, 2016, Denver, Colorado)
The theme of this year's conference is Creating the Healthiest Nation: Ensuring the Right to Health.

ACRM Annual Conference (October 30 -November 4, 2016, Chicago, Illinois)
The theme of the American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine's 93rd Annual Conference is Progress in
Rehabilitation Research: Translation to Clinical Practice.

American College of Rheumatology Annual Conference (November 11-16, 2016,
Washington, DC)
For more information.

Society for Neuroscience Annual Conference (November 12-16, 2016, San Diego,
California)
For more information.

5th Health and Wellbeing in Children, Youth, and Adults with Developmental Disabilities
Conference (November 16-18 2016, Vancouver, BC, Canada)
The goal of the conference is to help clinicians and caregivers learn effective ways to work with individuals with
developmental disabilities, their families, and to improve their quality of life experience.

Gerontological Society of America Annual Scientific Meeting (November 16-20, 2016,
New Orleans, Louisiana)
This year's theme: New Lens on Aging: Changing Attitudes, Expanding Possibilities

2nd World Disability and Rehabilitation Conference on 2017 (February 9-10, 2017,
Colombo, Sri Lanka)
The conference theme is A Spectrum of Opportunities: Overcoming Disability and Its Challenges. It will address the
causes for the increase in number of the disabled persons, the perception of the society towards them, their deprived
rights and the solutions to overcome this global phenomenon. Researchers are invited to send abstracts for all
modes of oral, poster and virtual presentations.
Abstract submission deadline: December 15, 2016.
Early bird Registration Deadline: January 10, 2017.

AOTA's 97th Annual Conference & Centennial Celebration (March 30-April 2, 2017,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)
For more information.
Back to top.

www.aotf.org

aotf@aotf.org

AOTF is a 501(c)(3) dedicated to advancing the science of occupational therapy to support people's full participation
in meaningful life activities. Gifts to AOTF help us make a real difference through:
Scholarships
Research support including the Intervention Research Grants program
Maintenance of the largest collection of occupational therapy resources in the country, the Wilma L. West
Library.

AOTF is concerned about privacy and will only send Research Resources to those individuals who wish to receive
it. If you no longer wish to receive Research Resources, or if you feel that you received this newsletter in error,
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